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Shamrock õnõ Roll Cancelled 

Police Chief Campbell to Retire March 31 

ð Continued on page 7 

A Newspaper featuring Village News, Chit Chat and ñOther Sap that Runs from the Pines.ò 

Whispering Pines has watched Domonic 
Campbellôs police career grow over the past 
26 years from patrol officer, to Sergeant, 
and then to Chief for the last 10 years.  
During that time, heôs become ñpart of the 
fabric of the community,ò according to a 
former village official.  With issues ranging 
from burglars to bats in your belfry, Domon-
ic and the team of professional, respectful 
officers he guided, could be relied upon to 
answer the call.   

A Whispering Pines resident since moving 
here with his parents (Marjean and Dennis) 
from Ohio, Domonic worked as a carpenter 
while he trained in public safety.  He joined 

the force as a patrol officer in 1994 and 
remembers working the streets and 
coming to homes on call to do minor 
tasks including changing lightbulbs and 
taking in the groceries for senior resi-
dents.   

ñHe really cares about people, especial-
ly the elderly and infirm in the village,ò 
Lisa Weaver, police administrator for the 
past 15 years, commented.  Early on in 
his tenure as Chief, Domonic asked her 
to put together a list of people in the 
village who lived alone and might be at 
risk in the event of weather problems or 
other type of emergency.  ñHe recited 

many of the names he wanted on that list 
without even having to look them up.  He 
wanted to make sure they could get pre-
scriptions, get to a safe place with heat, 
and so on.ò  Domonic allows officers to 
change smoke detector batteries, etc.  
ñOnce,ò Lisa exclaimed, ñpolice even 
helped to put a refrigerator door back on!ò   

Some police department personnel on 
larger forces might trivialize those activi-
ties.  ñI know we do things other depart-
ments wouldnôt consider,ò Campbell ex-
plained.  ñBut our public knows if they call 
us, weôll be there.ò 

For the first time in its 12-year history, the 
Shamrock ônô Roll Race was cancelled due 
to  precautions surrounding the coronavirus 
pandemic.   

In her notice to participants, Jill Saunders 
(pictured right) said, ñFor any race direc-
tor, particularly non-profit ones who work so 
hard for so many months to raise desperate-
ly needed money to give away, a decision 
like this is extremely difficult....As a board 
member of Moore County's Public Education 
Foundation, I absolutely love being able to 
write a race check that enables our board to 
turn around and give it right back to teachers 
and schools for projects they otherwise 
would not be able to fund.ò 

Registrants will be able to pick up their shirt and bag at Ace Hardware 

beginning Monday, March 16. 

VIRUS PRECAUTIONS 

òDO THE FIVEó 

1     HANDS:  Wash often 

2 ELBOW:  Cough into it 

3 FACE:  Donôt touch it 

4 FEET:  Stay more than 3 ft apart 

5 FEELING SICK:  Stay home 

NC Governor Roy Cooper has announced 

suspension of gatherings of more than 100 

people.  Schools grades K-12 in NC will be 

closed for two weeks beginning Monday, 

March 16. 
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The regular meeting of the Planning & Zon-
ing Board was called to order at 4:30 pm by 
Chairman Shane Stauffer.  Members pre-
sent included Mike Boyle, Deborah Castle, 
Ken Riggsbee and new alternate member, 
Dean Kalles.  Absent were George Venet, 
Chris Bishop, Randy Saunders, and new 
alternate member Herb Conway.  Linda 
Christopher, Zoning Administrator, was also 
in attendance. 
 
After the board approved minutes from the 
last meeting (January 29, 2020), Ms. Chris-
topher offered the following updates: 
 
§ The cell tower on Tucker road is now 

complete but not yet online. 

§ Clarification of the wording for LDO 
changes regarding RVs, boats and 
trailers will be discussed at Council. 

§ The proposed amortization of Event 
Venues is at the attorneyôs office for 
review. 

 

Old Business 
 
Short Term Rentals 
§ Two members of the P&Z board 

recused themselves from voting since 
they own short term rentals in the Vil-
lage (Mr. Boyle and Mr. Kalles). 

§ Short term rentals are defined as those 
lasting less than 30 days.  There are 
nine Airbnb establishments known in 
the village at present. 

§ The village has no record of com-
plaints from village residents, either to 
the village manager or to the police, 
involving issues with short term 
renters or rentals. 

§ The Board struck down the clause 
about two-party rentals (in same 
house), and is forwarding to Council.  
Approved 2-1.   

§ It was reiterated from Ms. Christopher 
that during the US Open, short term 
rentals would not be affected. 

Overnight Parking 
This is regarding the temporary parking of 
vehicles (boats, RVs, trailers) on oneôs 
property.  The proposal is allowing up to 2 
days for boats and trailers, 7 days for RV 
or ótravel trailersô.  Sleeping overnight in an 

RV continues to be prohibited as well as 
prohibiting commercial vehicles.  There was 
lively discussion between P&Z members and 
audience attendees.  One concern was that 
if there are no problems, why go through 
this?  There was a question if money was 
changing hands between property owners 
and ñovernight parking accommodationsô. 
With these proposed modifications, the issue 
was passed 4-1 and sent to Council for re-
view. 
 
Signs 
Further discussion was tabled until the attor-
ney reviews the documents. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:30 pm. 
 
The next meeting will be held on Wednes-
day, March 25 at 4:30 pm 

New Home Occupation Business Approved 

A new home occupation in Princess Gate 
has been approved by Village Council this 
month.  
  
ñImpact Lazerò will be up and running by 
the end of April.  Headquartered in their 
basement/workshop, the father/son team 
of Kevin and William Capozzoli will custom 
laser engrave wood, glass, metal, etc. 

Besides setting up the shop, they are 
preparing their online presence.  Kevin 
Capozzoli also is in the army full-time 
at Ft. Bragg. 



3 

Demand for Service by Call Type ñ February 2020 

Fire Rescue Department  

Type of Call 
2017 2018 2019 Feb 2020 2020 YTD 

# % # % # % # % # % 
Medical 403 62 533 60 526 64 32 55 68 69 

Building Fire 61 9 110 12 105 13 13 22 22 19 

Vehicle Accident 45 7 34 4 62 8 3 5 6 5 

Fire Alarm 42 6 52 6 51 6 3 5 6 5 

Outside Fire 41 6 34 4 26 3 0 0 3 3 

Service Call 25 4 34 4 27 3 4 7 5 4 

Hazardous Condition 15 2 28 3 10 1 1 2 2 2 

Investigation 6 1 4 >1 2 >1 0 0 1 1 

Storm Damage 9 1 51 6 9 1 2 3 2 2 

Vehicle Fire 6 1 4 >1 2 >1 0 0 0 0 

Aircraft Emergency 0 0 1 >1 2 >1 0 0 0 0 

Water Rescue 0 0 1 >1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 653   883   822   58  115  

Households began receiving official Census Bureau mail on 
March 12 and everyone should have it by March 20 with de-
tailed information on how to respond to the 2020 Census 
online, by phone, or by mail. You must report where you will 
be living as of April 1, 2020. 

The mailing will contain a Census ID that you will use to com-
plete your form online.  The website is my2020census.gov. 
This should take about 10 minutes to complete. 

It is very important that everyone participate in the census.  

Your response helps to direct millions of dollars in federal 
funds to local communities for schools, roads, and other pub-
lic services. 

2020 U.S. Census Underway 

Results from the 2020 Census will be used to determine the num-

ber of seats each state has in Congress and your political repre-

sentation at all levels of government. 
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Village Council ñ Work Session Highlights 

February 27, 2020 

In attendance were Mayor Alexa Roberts, Mayor Pro Tempore 
Glenn Bernhard, Andy Conway, Pam Harris and Bob Zschoche.  
Also in attendance were Rich Lambdin, Village Manager/Fire Res-
cue Chief, Cindy Graham, Finance Oficer, Linda Christopher, Vil-
lage Clerk, Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director, Domonic Camp-
bell, Police Chief, and Bill Roark, Village Engineer. 
 
To start, there was an announcement that Sergeant Jason Graham 
will be the new Police Chief, succeeding Chief Campbell, on April 1.  
There will be a reception for Chief Campbell, date to be determined. 
 
Mr. Lambdin gave a summary on the current state of the dams with-
in the village plus a cost preview. This status report is from the Vil-
lage Engineer, Mr. Roark.  

§ CardinalðMinor repairs to address seepage and ground water.  
Needs a ditch redone.  To update to standards, projected cost 
is $25,000.  To be addressed in 2021. 

§ Pine LakeðIn need of minor repairs concerning a wet spot, 
surface water.  Needs maintenance on a drain.  They are ex-
amining a ditch on the other side of Niagara-Carthage. DOT 
has been contacted for this particular ditch. $25,000 in 2021. 

§ ThagardðWork to be done in 2022.  Must implement short 
term repairs for seepage at base, no structural problems but 
wants to stay ahead of potential problems.  They have already 
done a check for woodpecker habitat and found none.  There 
might need to be a few trees to come down, but not looking for 
a major removal.  To design this initial project, $50K.  For com-
plete repair--$250,000. 

§ Pine Lakeðscheduling major design plans for 2027, with work 
to be done in 2030.  Projected cost--$7 million.  Pine Lake Dam 
does not meet standards of today.  This will be a larger project 
than the Spring Valley spillway. 

§ Fly RodðFor 2035.  This is a ólow-hazardô dam because no 
homes are in jeopardy.  However, the spillway is inadequate to 
handle large storms.  Part of the land also boarders on unde-
veloped ETJ land.  Mr. Zschoche raised the question if the 
village could rezone the other side of Little River to project this 
land?  (Edit Note:  Fly Rod was on the radar for a new spillway 
design in current budget.  This item was not implemented and 
has been pushed due to other dam priorities as reported 
above.)  

§ Thagardðwill be at the end of its design life in 2040.  Entire 
spillway and the four concrete segments will need to be re-
done.  Speculative cost:  $10 million. 

§ Shadowðfor 2045. This is a low hazard area currently and no 
significant problems are foreseen. 

§ Blueð2054.  TBA 
§ Whisperð2067.  TBA 
§ Spring Valleyð2070.  TBA 

Drafts of funding will be offered in April. 

 
Lakeview Drive 
The bridge construction is out for bid. 
 
Temporary Parking 
After discussion of recommendations from Planning & Zoning 
regarding the temporary parking of boats, trailers, RVs, etc., there 
needed to be further clarifications and the proposal was sent back 
to P&Z. 
 
Curbside Placement of Trash Cans 
Council is considering the addition of curbside placement of 
household trash cans.  Homeowners will have the choice of 
placementðat garage or at curbside.  Will go on agenda for 
Council meeting on March 11. 
 
Event Venue Amortization 
The house under discussion was sold on February 26, and new 
homeowners have no intention of using it as a venue.  The cur-
rent event venue permit expires on March 9.   
 
Properties owned by the Village 
Of the 99 properties owned, do we want to free up any Village-
owned properties and sell?  Do we want to retain some for Village 
use? Some are buildable, others not.  How many are real assets 
to the village?  Very small lotsðshould we make improvements 
on them?  Then, what about continuing upkeep?  Offers on the 
properties on Niagara-Carthage (currently used by Public Works) 
and bought for approximately $53k, will not be taken seriously 
until the offer is reasonable to the original buy.   
 
Code Enforcement in the ETJ 
Village code enforcement has been active due to the hiring of the 
enforcement officer.  Discussion began on code enforcing within 
the ETJ.  Should the ETJ have representation before we start 
enforcing code violations in the ETJ?  What about houses in and 
out of the corporate/ETJ boundaries?  Have we had valid com-
plaints?  Is there really a problem?  Discussion to be continued at 
March meeting. 
 
Next meeting:  March 26 at 2:00 pm 

Local Deaths 

We wish to express our condolences to the family of the following 

Village residents, former residents, and friends. 

Susan L Rich (74), passed away on March 2. 
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All Council members were present: Mayor Alexa Roberts, Mayor 
Pro Tem Glenn Bernhard, Andy Conway, Pam Harris and Bob 
Zschoche.  Village personnel present: Rich Lambdin, Village Man-
ager, Linda Christopher, Village Clerk, Cindy Graham, Finance 
Officer, Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director, and Police Chief 
Domonic Campbell.   
 
Consent Agenda: 
The Consent Agenda was passed with amendments, 5-0. 
*Since the new owners of the home on S. Lakeshore Drive did not 
reapply for a non-conforming event venue permit, there are no 
longer any event venue permit holders in the community. 
 
General Public Comments 
§ Mr. Hutchinson of Herons Brook Drive would like to see the 

road striping done again. 
§ Mr. Nicholson of Sandpiper Drive is concerned about the fu-

ture of Whispering Woods which is in bankruptcy.  Suggests 
the town (village) buy the course for a positive investment. 

§ Mr. Kalles of Rayôs Bridge Road would like the village to look 
into having a regional fire department with adjoining communi-
ties rather than an independent one, which he says could save 
money as well as increase the number of firefighters and re-
duce response times. 

 
Robert Kissinger awarded a plaque and issued a proclamation to 
Drew Spurlog, Eagle Scout, of Lakeview Drive.  Mr. Kissinger ap-
prised the audience of ñDrewôs willingness to volunteer his time and 
talent to make the village a better place to live.ò  Drewôs project 
was to build protective boxes to house life preservers from weather 
conditions.  Four red boxes on light posts are now on Thagard and 
Spring Valley lakes.  (See photo, page 25.) 
 
Public Hearing: 
Kevin Capozzoli of 31 Princess Gate applied for a special use ap-
plication for a home occupation business (custom laser engraving).  
His son, William, made the presentation to Council.  The applica-
tion was passed 5-0. 
  
Village Manager Report 
§ The Village Engineer is preparing a report for April 10 on the 

efficiencies and maintenance items for Thagard and Pine Lake 
dams. 

§ Clarification on the Villageôs access to email addresses from 
village residentsðthe email list is handled through a third par-
ty and the village does not have access. 

Unfinished Business 
July 1 will be the start date of curbside and garage site pickup for 
trash and recycling, per amendment to Chapter E of the Code of 
Ordinances.  Choice of location is up to the resident.  Passed 5-0. 

 
New Business 
§ Council adopted a draft fund policy of never going below 35% 

of fund balance.  Council approved 5-0. 
§ Committee vacancies will have publicity of such three months 

prior to expiration of term.  Passed 5-0. 
§ Board of Adjustmentðsince the BOA hasnôt met since Septem-

ber of 2017, is there a need to continue the Board?  Could it be 
wrapped into another board (e.g. Planning and Zoning)?  Ms. 
Christopher will talk with the P&Z board and report at the next 
Council worksession. 

 
Information Discussion/Public Comment 
March 30 is the first meeting of the Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team, which will supplement the Police and Fire depart-
ments.  If interested in learning about it/volunteering, come to Vil-
lage Hall at 6pm. 
 
Next Village Council Meeting: April 8 at 6pm.   

Village Council Highlights 

March 11, 2020 

The New Pitch Housing Report 

The following table shows the number of home listings, 

pending and closings in Whispering Pines and the Whis-

pering Pines area as shown in the Mid-Carolina Region-

al Association of REALTORS, Multiple Listing Service.  

It does not include homes for sale by owner. Information 

provided by Broker /REALTOR, Tim Venjohn. 

Whispering Pines Market Data 

    Homes for Sale  26 March 1, 2020 

    Homes Pending 22 March 1, 2020 

    Homes sold   11 February 1-29, 2020  

    Homes sold in Whispering Pines area in 2020:   18 
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                 WP POLICE DEPARTMENT 

                 February 2020 Statistics 
Incident Type FEB YTD 

  Burglary 0 1  

  Larceny 0 3  

  Vandalism 0 0  

  Assault 0 1  

  Fraud 36* Note 41  

  Ordinance Violations:    

  Dog at Large (warning) 4 4  

  Dog at Large (civil penalty) 1 1  

  Barking dog (warning) 1 2  

  Barking dog (civil penalty) 1 1  

 Park violations (warning) 0 2  

  Park violations (civil penalty) 0 0  

 Right-of-way (warning) 7 9  

  Right-of-way (civil penalty) 0 0  

The Force is with Him 

Master Officer Chris Holt and his wife Brittany 

welcomed their first child on February 26, a 

boy weighing 8lb-1oz, named Levi. 

*Note: Impact of the unusually high number of incidents reported by 

village residents regarding the American Express saving account 

notices, as cited in The New Pitch last month. 
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Chief Campbell credits his predecessor, Chief Louis Gregory, for 
being a great mentor and role model.  When Gregory became the 
police chief, he not only updated procedures and equipment, he 
ñturned us upside down and shook us out,ò recalled Campbell.  ñIf 
it werenôt for Chief Gregory, I would never have been prepared for 
the role as Chief,ò Domonic said.  
 
Village Manager Rich Lambdin shared his thoughts about Domon-
icôs retirement.  ñChief Campbell has grown into a valuable asset 
for the Village.  Over the years, heôs ensured we keep up with 
technology by adding dash cams and body cams.  Heôs developed 
the quality of officers into a team of respectful professionals.  Vil-
lage residents have been pleased.  We are sorry to see him go.ò 
 
Former Mayor and current Councilman, Bob Zschoche, has known 
Domonic Campbell since moving to Whispering Pines in 2002.  He 
said, ñDomonicôs service as an officer and Chief contributed signifi-
cantly to the villageôs reputation as a safe community and a place 
where we all want to live and raise our families.ò  
 
Taking on the role of Chief of Police from Campbell on April 1 will 
be Jason Graham, currently Police Sergeant and 14-year veteran 
of the Whispering Pines police department.  ñJason has developed 
a strong bond with every officer,ò Campbell stated.  ñVillage man-
agement and Council have been very supportive of the Police De-
partment in terms of providing the tools, equipment and manpower 
needed ï theyôve been great.  Assuming the village continues to 
provide the police department with what is needed, I have no 
doubt the job will be done well under Jasonôs leadership.ò  
 
There have been numerous memorable events in Chief Camp-
bellôs career including lost children, burglaries, and bomb scares.  
On a lighter note, Domonic recalled the episode of ñMr. Bell and 
his Boat.ò  Domonic happened to be at Thagard Park on a Satur-
day morning and noticed Mr. Bell getting into his fishing boat.  ñI 
knew him--knew of his infirmities, so I was sort of keeping an eye 
on him as he motored out into the middle of Thagard Lake,ò Do-
monic explained.  Then ñMr. Bell fell over onto his back in the boat 
and wasnôt able to get up.ò  Domonic sprang into action, first hav-
ing to remove all his police paraphernalia ï gun, radio, and other 
equipment.  He swam out, which wasnôt easy in full uniform.  The 
boat was spinning in a circle due to the motor being unattended.  
Finally able to reach and cut the engine, Domonic assisted Mr. Bell 
back to shore.  A wet and wild adventure for sure, but all in an 
afternoonôs work. 
 
About Chief Campbell, Mayor Alexa Roberts said, ñWe in the vil-
lage are very grateful for his dedicated service over the past 26 
years.  We are happy to honor him at the Retirement Ceremony 
and wish him all the very best in the future.ò 

 
Residents are invited to offer their own stories and experiences 
regarding Chief Campbellôs career at his Retirement Ceremony to 
be held Wednesday, March 25 from 3-5 pm at the Country Club of 
Whispering Pines.  RSVP to Lisa Weaver at 910-949-9961 or 
weaver@wppolice.com.  
 

Police Chief to Retire 

Continued from front page 

Retiring Chief of Police Domonic Campbell, left, with 

his successor, Jason Graham, at a past ceremony. 


